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(,\ NAARAH SHENISPATESAH
oy mPOYY) — and I forced them to feed him.™ o R
XIPHINY rphwa — Now, it is well if you say that the law is not in
accoldance w1th R I'a — smnipy Wi own — therefore [R
Yonadsan] for ced [the sons] to feed their father beyond the letter
of the law?  RIT nmK e Koy — However, if you say that R’
II’a’s ruling is the law, w3 1"1:“'&0!: — it was incumbent upon
[R’ Yonasan] to force [the sons]! Why, then, did the man act as if
R’ Yonasan had done him a favor?® Obviously, the law does not
accord with R’ Ii’a,

The Gemara cites and discusses a third decree from Usha cited
by R’ IPa:
xy9ue a1 i — R TPasaids  wpnm xywy — {The Sages]
enacted in Usha  wyinp an oy "DN Tayani ~ that one who
- Javishes money on chamty should not lavish more than a fifth
~of it :

The Gemara offers support for this ruling:
vy ) kNN — Xt was also taught thus in a Baraisa: bR rarana
ph3ing N0 T3]3} — ONE WHO LAVISHES money on charity SHOULD
NOTLAVISHMORETHANAFIFTR of it, ni™3% 710y Rpy — LEST
. HE BECOME DEPENDENT ON PEOPLE for his support. nigym
(Wi HDP] 137 WRBW e — AND there was AN INCIDENT
" INVOLVING ONE individual WHO SOUGHT TO LAVISH MORE THAN
" ONE FIFTH of his wealth, {7an % mm xb) — AND HIS COL-
" LEAGUE DID NOT ALLOW HIM to do so,

The Gemara identifies this “colleague”:
11 — And whowas he? 23y vaq — R’ Yesheivav.

Another version of this incident:
nb 1K) — And some velate it as follows: 23w — ItwasR
Yesheivav who wanted to lavish more than a fifth of his wealth,

~CHAPTER FOUR

KESUBOS 50a'
The Gemara now seeks a Scriptural allusion to the “one-fifth”
figure with respect to on donations:
apY? M3 KOK 37 KR) pam 2 R — Rav Nachman, and
some say it was Rav Acha bar Yaakov, saidt ¥ 'k — What
is the verse that alludes to this law? nipy %-inn wwx Yoy,
% mpyR — Seripture states:™ and all that You will give me,
tithe, I shall tithe if fo You. The repetition of the word “tithe”
implies that two tithes may be dispersed, for a total of a fifth.
The Gemara objects:
Rygp K1y’ K na kwy m RS sy — But the last tithe isnot
identical to the first fithe, because some of the principle is
already gonell™ — ? —
The Gemara answers:
"W 31 "x — Rav Ashi said: iy, — Ishall tithe *it”
implies that  Xnp 1 Xna% — the last tithe should be like the
fivst tithe W

The Gemara comments on the three decrees from Usha trans-
mitted by R’ 1la:
WK M3 M 34 s — Rav Shimi bar Ashisaid: 1% niymun
niabim nivynny — And these teachings by R’ I'a of the Ushan
decrees steadily deerease in the number of transmitting Amo-
raim®  gpvg) — And your mnemonie to remember the order
of the decrees, and the corresponding names of the transmitters,
ist  wapnaang vy —~ Minors, Wrote and Dispersed.!'™

The Gemara now presents another Ushan decree, this one
reported by a different Amora:
pUy! 31 "R — Rav Yitzchak said:  yopni Ryaxa — [The
Sages] enacted in Usha tmw 1y 13 oy S3%ann wig sy
W vy — that & man should bear with his reealcitrant son

fary i1 k) — and his colleague did not allow him, 1 —  until he is twelve years old™  vinh tay 779 xRy o0 ~
And who is {this colleaguel? xowpy van — R* Akiva, Henceforth, he should make [the child’s}] life miserable,!
NOTES

1. Le. I coerced the children fo feed their father,

2. And because R’ Yonasan exerfed himself, ruling beyond the letter of
the law, he showed such affection for R’ Yonasan (Rashi }. See next note,

3. According to R’ II'a, R’ Yonasan had not dons anything special for the
marn; he was just upholding the law (Rashi). [It would seem that Rashi
had a slightly different text here; see Ritve and Maharam Schif; cf.
Tosafos. ]

4.1t is proper to donate a tenth of one’s income each year. However, if
one wishes to disperse more, he should not disperse more than a fifth
(Meiri), so that such a person himself will not become impoverished and
have to heg for support (Rashi; see below).

Tosafos (based on Yerushalmi) explain the Gemara to mean that a
person may give one lump-sum donation of up to a fifth of his total
wealth, and thereafter he may make an annual contribution of one fifth
of his profits,

This rule does not apply to one who is dying; he may donate move than
a fifth of his wealth to charity, as the Gemara below (67b), states (Rif,
Rosh and Ran; see Rama, Yoreh Deah 249:1), Nevertheless, even a
dying man should not give away more than a third or a half of his
property (Ahavas Chesed 20:1).

Ahavas Chesed {Ch. 20) lists several other exceptions to the “one-
fifth” limitation. Among them is one who actively supports Torah study,
fEr his reward will be substantial (based on Shitah Mekubelzes; see
thera),

Some Rishonim (Ravad to Bava Kamma 9b, and others there) state

that the one-fifth limitation applies to any mitzvah. See Orach Chaim
656 with Mishnah Berurah and Bewr Halachah.
3. Although the Ushan decree is only Rabbinic, it does state that one
should not donate more than a fifth, which implies that somewhere the
Torah intimates that donating up to a fifth is proper. The Gemara thus
Inquires as to the verse that intimates thus (Maheram Schif). [See
Aruch HuShulchan Yoreh Deah 249:1 ff. and Sefer HaZichronos by R’
Tzadok HaKohen p. 24a for a discussion of why it was felt that the
deeres was needed’]

a .

7. Removing the first tithe leaves 90 percent of the original principal.
The second tithe (w0 of this 90 percent, or 9 percent of the original
principal) is perforce less than the amount of the first tithe (which was
10 percent of the original principal). Hence, when added together, the
two tithes equal only 19 [iercent of the original principal — 1 percent less
than a fifth (see Rashi), This verse, then, cannot serve as the Seriptural
allusion concerning a fifth.

8. The verse could have stated simply: 1wyx "y (ithe, I shall tithe). By
adding a vav (it) to the second mention of tithe (yyyyy, I shall tithe it),
the verse is saying: I shall tithe “it,” the second tithe, as I tithed the first
one, That is, the second tithe should be equal in amount to the fivst tithe
(Rashi).

Even according to Rav Ashi’s successful interpretation, the verse
indicates that the fifth should be dispersed in two separate, equivalent
tithings rather than in a single donation of a fifth. See Shitah
Mekybetzes and Hafla'ak for why a person should not simply contribute
the entive fifth ab one time.

9. The first decree was reported by R’ I'a, who quoted Reish Lakish,
who in turn quoted R’ Yehudah bar Chanina. The second decree was
reperted by R’ I'a in the name of Reish Lakish. And the third decree
was reported by B’ I1'a on his own {Rashi).

10. “Minors™ refers to the decree to support one’s minor children; this
first decree had three transmitting Amoraim. “Wrote” suggests the
decree to support the father and his wife who conveyed all his wealth in
writing; this second decree had fio transmitting Armoraim. “‘Dispersed”
alludes to the prohibition against dispersing more than a fifth of one’s
wealth for charity; this last deeree had only one transmitting Amora. By
remembering the order of the decrees, you will know how many
transmifting Amoraim each one had (Rashi).

iL If & young boy refuses to study Torah, his father should use enly
gantle persuasion to influence him (Reshi).

12. {Literally: he descends into his life with him.] Le. the father should
punish him with the strap and withholding of sustenance [to force him

e



from the year and separate maaser from the fotal profit. | et

3. One should keep an accounting of all money he gives il

12 [ SURIRIEIREY 1 nau‘/u;nus 1 hnted
of Maaser Kesafim [ and
According to the Chofetz Chaim Il ?a:‘;
\ . |I orah
he Chofetz Chaim, when summarizing the halachos of " lore.
maaser kesafim, suggests that one stipulate and follow cer- SR
tain guidelines when accepting to keep the custom of maaser, in : | pter-
order to minimize any problems!¥ We will list them here: | ? gﬂ‘i‘
1. When one accepts upon himself to keep the custom of sepa- 'I hou-
rating maaser, he should do so b'li neder, thereby avoiding H
any potential problem of not keeping one’s vows if he hap- I Even
_. pens not to separate the funds. Sf:
L 2. One should keep a calculation sheet as to how much profit }i “Ne:
i one makes every year. One may combine all profits and losses i els,
L ‘

throughout the year to tzedakah (even very small amounts). ( hey
One may include the cost of all food he may have given to the i et
- poor who came to his house. |{pte.
4. If when making his yearly calculation he realizes that he has 5 U:;l
not given the amount of maaser he is supposed to, he should . ey
; immediately separate the amount he owes and distribute it to ! the
H the poor, without delay. If there are no poor people, he may tifhe
keep the money in his possession until one will come. In the i -
. . i hal .
interim, he would be permitted to use the money for himself b

(see Chapter Nine, section M, for those guidelines). However, !

as soon as a poor person comes he is obligated to give him Cpr-
money. If one does not have money available because he used e

| the maaser funds he would then be obligated to borrow IICJS
; money in order to give the poor person immediately. of
: ler
‘ 22 MK [ pp 23 pon on Nank A 1h
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5. If when making his yearly calculation he realizes that he has
given more than he was obligated to give, he may deduct the
amount from the next year's maaser obligation. Since this is
a matter of dispute among the Poskim, in his initial accep-
tance of fulfilling the custom of maaser one should do so on
the condition that a deduction will be made from his maaser
in case this might occur.

For other conditions one is permitted to make when accept-

ing upon himself the custom of maaser kesafim, see Chapter
Fourteen.
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